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PREFACE. 


HE  following  Sermon  was  written 
without  the  lead  intention  of  its  being  ever 
committed  to  the  prefs.  The  author  did  not 
know  that  the  duty  of  preaching  on  the  Fad 
Day  would  devolve  upon  him,  until  a  very 
few  days  preceeding  it ;  which,  of  courfe 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to  pay  that  at- 
tention to  his  ftyle,  and  the  arrangement  of 
his  fubjed,  which  both  the  occafion,  and  a 
proper  regard  to  his  own  reputation  required. 
He  therefore  ftrenuoufly  refitted  the  folicita- 
tions  firft  offered  for  its  publication,  and  he 
would  have  perfevered  in  doing  fo,  had  not 
the  mod  grofs  and  malevolent  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  feveral  fentiments  in  it  made  it 
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indifpenfably  neceflary  for  him  to  appeal  to 
the  candor  of  the  Public.  He  now  gives  it  to 
them  with  all  its  imperfections,  not  thinking 
himfelf,  under  exiiting  circumftances,  at 
liberty  to  alter  or  amend  it ;  at  the  fame  time 
afferting  his  full  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
the  fentiments  expreifed  ;  and  giving  his 
afTurance  that  he  publifhes  them  exactly  as 
delivered  from  the  Pulpit,  without  the  fup- 
preflion  or  flighted  alteration  of  any  one  of 
them.  To  thofe  who  condemn  the  Political 
part  of  the  Sermon,  as  foreign  to  the  occa- 
fion  and  the  place,  the  author  obferves,  that 
as  the  appointment  originated  with  the  Civil 
authority,  and  as  our  civil  and  religious  inter- 
efts  are  intimately  connected,  and  in  a  moft 
p  articular  manner  at  the  prefeni  time,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  excite ;  as  far  as  his 
feeble  abilities  would  permit,  that  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotic unanimity,  and  religious  zeal,  which 
he  is  not  fmgular  in  conceiving  the  prefent 


PREFACE.  5 

moment  requires.  "  And  furely  no  warmth 
can  be  unfeafonable,  at  a  time  when  all  that 
we  account  dear  or  facred,  is  threatened  with 
one  indifcriminate  ruin*." 

'Tis  well  known  to  his  congregations ,  that 
he  is  not  addicted  to  the  introduction  of  Poli- 
tics in  his  Sermons,  and  to  his  friends,  that 
he  confiders  it  in  the  higheft  degree  impro- 
per. But,  uncommon  exigencies  require 
unufual  exertions ;  and  as  the  plan  of  his 
prefent  Difcourfe  was  to  mew  the  neceflity  of 
religion  to  the  fupport  of  good  government, 
and  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  communi- 
ty ;  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  exemplify, 
in  as  ftriking  a  manner  as  he  could,  the  truth 
of  his  after  tion;  and  in  no  poflible  way  could 
he  do  it  more  effectually,  than  by  an   in- 

*  Vide,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith's  letter  "  On  the  duty 
of  Proteftant  Minifters  in  times  of  public  danger.' ' 
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du&ion  of  particulars,  however  imperfect,  of 
the  unparalleled  atrocities  committed  by  our 
prefent  enemy. 

He  concludes  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Watfon, 
a  pious  and  learned  prelate  of  the  Church  of 
England,  in  a  late  addrefs  to  his  countrymen. 

u  I  am  not  altogether  infenfible  of  the 
danger  I  may  have  incurred  (mould  matters 
come  to  extremity)  by  thus  publicly  addreff- 
ing  my  countrymen.  I  might  have  conceal- 
ed my  fentiments,  and  waited  in  retirement, 
till  the  druggie  had  been  over,  and  the  iffue 
known  ;  but  I  difJain  fafety  accompanied 
with  difhonour.  When  Hannibal  is  at  the 
gates,  who  but  a  poltroon  would  liften  to  the 
timid  counfels  of  neutrality,  or  attempt  to 
fcreen  himfelf  from  the  calamity  coming  on 
his  country  ?  I  am  ready,  and  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  that  I  entertain  a  juft  confidence  in  fay- 
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ing,  that  thoufands  of  patriotic  and  honed 
men  are  as  ready  as  I  am,  to  hazard  every 
thing  in  defence  of  the  country. 

"  I  pray  God  to  influence  the  hearts  of 
both  fides  to  good-will,  moderation,  and 
peace  :  to  grant  to  our  enemy  grace  to  re- 
turn to  a  due  fenfe  of  piety,  and  a  belief  in 
uncorrupted  Chriftianity;  and  to  imprefs  our 
own  minds  with  a  ferious  fenfe  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  fo  repenting  of  our  fins,  and  fo  re- 
forming of  our  lives,  as  may  enable  us  to 
hope  for  his  protection  againfl  all  enemies, 
foreign  and  domeftic." 

Philadelphia,  May  15,  1798. 
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Joel,  Ch.  ii.  15,  16,  17,  &  i8thverfes. 

"  Blow  the  Trumpet  in  Zion,  fanclify  a  Fafl, 
call  a  folemn  afembly.     Gather  the  people  ; 

fanclify  the  congregation  :  affemble  the  elders  ; 
gather  the  children,  and  thofe  that  fuck  the 
breafls  :  let  the  bridegroom  go  forth  of  his 
chamber,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  clofet.  Let 
the  pr lefts,  the  miniflers  of  the  Lord,  weep 
between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  let  them 

fay,  Spare  thy  people,  0  Lord,  and  give  not 
thine  heritage  to  reproach,  that  the  heathen 

Jhould  rule  over  them  :  Wherefore  Jhould  they 

fay  among  the  people,  where  is  their  God  f 
Then  will  the  Lord  be  jealous  for  his  land, 
and  pity  his  people." 

JL  H  E  inftitution  and  obfervance  of 
Fasts,  in  times  of  public  danger,  are  duties 
which  have  been  often  fanctioned  by  Divine 
appointment :  and  the  many  inftances  record- 
ed in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  their  efficacy 
in  averting  the  threatened  or  inflicted  judg- 
ments of  the  Deity,  were  written  for  our 
learning.  p 


(         to         ) 

As  an  authority  peculiarly  applicable  to 
the  prefent  occafion,  I  have  fele&ed  the  paf- 
fage  juft  read  to  you;  in  which  the  children 
of  Judah  were  exhorted  to  prevent,  by  hum- 
ble fupplication  and  fincere  repentance,  a 
great  and  awful  calamity  which  had  been  de- 
nounced againft  them. 

"  Blow  the  Trumpet  inZion;"  which  was 
the  mode  prefcribed  for  calling  the  people 
together  at  the  Temple,  for  the  purpofe  of 
religious  worfhip.  "  Sanctify  a  Fad  :"  that 
is,  let  the  outward  expreffion  of  penitence 
and  humiliation,  by  abftaining  from  food, 
be  rendered  a  truly  religious  obfervance,  by 
being  accompanied  with  fincere  and  fervent 
devotion.  "  Call  a  folemn  afTembly."  Let 
public  as  well  as  private  addrefles  be  made  to 
the  Deity.  "  Gather  the  people,  fan&ify 
the  congregation  :"  that  is,  feparate  the 
clean  from  the  unclean  ;  let  none  prefume 
to  enter  into  God's  holy  temple,  without  be- 
ing firft  purified,  according  to  the  law  of 
Mofes,  from  every  pollution.  "  AfTemble 
the  elders,  gather  the  children,  and  thofe 
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who  fuck  the  breads ;"  implying,  that  as 
the  approaching  calamity  would  affect  all 
ages,  ranks,  and  degrees  of  men,  fo  all 
fhould  unite  in  deprecating  fo  fevere  a  punifh- 
ment.  "  Let  the  bridegroom  go  forth  of  his 
chamber,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  clofet." 
Let  every  fpecies  of  feftivity  and  fenfual  in- 
dulgence be  then  fufpended.  "  Let  the 
priefts,  the  minifters  of  the  Lord,  weep  be- 
tween the  porch  and  the  altar  ;  and  let  them 
fay,  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not 
thine  heritage  to  reproach,  that  the  heathen 
fhould  rule  over  them  :  wherefore  mould 
they  fay  among  the  people,  where  is  their 
God  V*  Or,  in  other  words,  let  thofe  who 
are,  by  divine  and  regular  authority,  dedi- 
cated to  the  expofition  and  miniftration  of 
God's  holy  word  and  ordinances,  plead  in 
their  behalf  for  pardon  and  forgivenefs ;  and 
fay,  Suffer  us  not,  O  our  God !  to  become 
the  prey,  the  fcorn  and  derifion  of  a  nation 
who  know  not  thee,  in  whom  we  have  declar- 
ed our  confidence,  and  of  whofe  almighty 
protection,  we  have  made  our  boaft. 
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Under  fuch  circumftances,  of  general  pe- 
nitence, fupplication,  and  amendment,  they 
were  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  uplifted 
arm  of  the  Deftroying  Angel,  would  in  mercy 
be  withheld  ;  and  that  inftead  of  executing 
the  juft  vengeance  of  the  Deity,  upon  his  re- 
bellious fubjects,  he  would  be  directed  to 
obliterate  from  heaven's  awful  regifter,  the 
glowing  record  of  their  crimes  ;  their  innu- 
merable omiffions  of  duty,  and  commifTions 
of  fin.  For,  "  then  will  the  Lord  be  jealous 
for  his  land,  and  pity  his  people. " 

That  national  calamities  are  induced  by  na- 
tional corruption  and  guilt,  is  a  truth,  clear- 
ly inculcated  by  the  deductions  of  human 
reafon,  enforced  by  the  hiftory  of  mankind 
in  all  ages,  and  inconteflably  confirmed,  by 
the  repeated  declarations  of  Holy  Writ. 

God,  the  Supreme  Creator  of  the  Univerfe, 
ruleth  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  as 
well  as  among  the  armies  of  heaven  ;  "  up- 
holding all  things  by  the  word  of  his  pow- 
er*/' 

*  Heb.  i.   a. 
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Thro'  the  wife  operation  of  the  eftabliftied 
laws  of  nature,  our  vices,  the  fruit  of  our 
evil  propenfities,  are  often  rendered  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  own  temporal  punifhment ; 
thus  leading  us  to  that  conviction  of  their  er- 
ror, which  mould  produce  repentance  and 
reformation. 

That  the  Creator  of  the  world  is  alfo  the 
Governor  of  it,  is  upon  general  principles 
univerfally  acknowledged,  wherever  chrifti- 
anity  hath  expanded  and  illuminated  the 
mind  of  man.  And  even  in  the  obfcure  ages 
of  Heathenifm,  the  gods,  under  that  imper- 
fect fyltem  of  theology,  were  fuppofed  mi- 
nutely to  interelt  themfelves  in  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  mankind.  Yet,  the  doctrine  of  a 
particular  providence,  or  the  attention  and 
interference  of  the  Deity,  with  refpecr,  to  the 
temporal  ^affairs  of  individuals,  is,  though  a 
dictate  of  reafon,  and  an  unqueftionable  te- 
net of  the  chriftian  revelation,  too  frequent- 
ly called  in  queflion  and  peremptorily  deni- 
ed. The  pride  of  human  nature  revolts  at 
the  idea  of  controul.  The  direction  of  events 
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by  providence,  and  the  nature  and  neceflity 
of  free-will  in  man  as  a  moral  agent,  though 
perfectly  reconcileable,  are  by  fuperficial  ob- 
fervers,  fuppofed  to  be  altogether  inconfift- 
ent  with  each  other  ;  and  indeed  the  pofition 
may  be  carried  too  far,  even  to  the  extrava- 
gant hypothefis  of  abfoluta  fatality,  which 
is  equally  and  juftly  oppofed  by  both. 

But  independent  of  the  refinements  of  ab- 
ftraft  and  fpeculative  reafoning,  that  a  pro- 
filing chriftlan  fhouid  hefitate  to  admit  the 
aflertion,  is  indeed  aftoniihing  ;  when  he  is 
fo  exprefsly  told  by  the  divine  author  of  our 
religion,  that  "  not  a  fparrow,"  thefmalleft 
and  moft  infignificant  of  birds,  "  falleth  to 
the  ground,  without  the  knowledge  and  per- 
miffion  of  our  heavenly  father*."  And  muft 
not  we  his  rational  creatures,  to  whom  he 
hath  given  pre-eminence  above  all  terreftrial 
beings,  be  of  infinitely  more  value  in  his 
light,  and  more  worthy  of  his  fuperintend- 
ing  care  ?     Nay,  are  we  not  affured  of  fuch 

*  Matt.  x.    29. 
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particular  attention,  that  "  the  very  hairs  of 
our  head  are  all  numbered*."  Such  know- 
ledge, is  too  wonderful  and  excellent  for  us 
to  comprehend,  but  of  neceffity  refults, 
from  thofe  effential  attributes  of  Deity,  Om- 
nifcience,  Omnipotence,  and  Omniprefencc 
Befides,  without  fuggefting  any  other  argu- 
ment (which  neither  time,  nor  the  object  of 
our  prefent  meeting  will  permit)  does  not 
the  converfe  of  the  proportion  I  would  ad- 
vocate, entirely  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of 
prayer  ;  a  duty  fo  obvious  in  our  imperfect 
ftate  of  being,  as  to  render  any  proof  of  it 
at  this  time,  particularly  to  this  congrega- 
tion, altogether  unneceflary. 

You  muft  all  likewife  fee  and  acknowledge 
that,  by  parity  of  reafoning,  the  doctrine  of 
a  particular  providence,  with  refpecl  to  indi- 
viduals, extends,  with  equal  force  and  pro- 
priety, to  communities,  to  cities,  and  em- 
pires. As  the  crimes  of  an  individual  juftly 
deferve,  and   often  manifeiHy  fuffer  indivi- 

*  Matt.    10,  $o.     Luke  2,  7. 
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dual  punifhment,  fo  when  the  influence  of 
vicious  example  pervades  the  community, 
national  inflictions,  fuch  as  war,  peftilence, 
and  famine,  are  fent  by  the  fame  fuperin- 
tending  and  omnipotent  Ruler,  who  hath 
defignated  them  as  his  "  fore  judgments," 
u  to  humble  his  people,  and  to  prove  them 
to  know  what  is  in  their  hearts,  whether  they 
will  keep  his  commandments  or  no."*  And 
as  the  remiflion  of  fin,  and  its  confequent 
punifhment,  is  by  the  individual  to  be  ob- 
tained only  by  repentance  and  reformation 
of  life,  fo  are  punifhments  to  be  avoided, 
and  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  focieties, 
upon  the  fame  principles. 

Since  then,  both  reafon  and  revelation 
combine  to  eftabliih  the  aflertion,  that  the 
Deity  regards  with  uninterrupted  obferva- 
tion,  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  his  crea- 
ture man,  and  often  actually  interferes  in 
the  direction  of  them  :  Since  it  is  our  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  live  under  a  conflant  fenfe 
of  the  divine  prefence,  and  of  our  entire 
dependence  upon  God ;  and  fmce  repen- 
*  Deut.  8,  2. 
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tance  and  reformation  are  a  mean  of  avert- 
ing the  difpleafure  and  punifhment  of  the 
Almighty  Governor  of  the  world,  for  our 
various  tranfgreflions,  and  of  reftoring  us  to 
his  favour  ;  let  us  apply  ourfelves  ferioufly 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  now  before  us. 
Let  us  enquire  whether  our  conduct  is  fuch, 
as  to  afford  juft  ground  to  hope  for  the 
protection  and  bleflings  of  heaven,  or  to  fear 
the  infliction  of  its  judgments, 

Do  we  in  all  things  act  as  becomes  our 
profeflion  ;  as  becomes  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  Has  his  religion  that  place  in  our 
affe&ions,  which  as  "  the  one  thing  need- 
ful," it  ought  to  have  ?  Or  rather,  have 
not  the  principles  and  injunctions  of  chrif- 
tianity  become  almoft  obfolete  and  forgotten 
among  us  by  general  neglect  ?  Is  there  not 
an  evident  decay  of  genuine  piety  among 
Chriflians  of  every  denomination ;  an  al- 
moft univerfal  prevalence  of  fcepticifm  and 
infidelity,  in  the  higher  orders  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  an  open  commimon  of  the  mod 
flagrant  crimes  in  the  Iozuer  ?  Are  not  our 

c 
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fabbaths  prophaned — the  bleffed  facrament 
deferred — the  public  worfhip  of  God,  either 
not  at  all  obferved  by  many,  or  performed 
with  inattention  and  lukewarmnefs  by  thofe 
who  enter  into  his  holy  temple  ?  In  how  few 
houfes  are  the  great  duties  of  family  and 
private  prayer  obferved  ?  How  little  do  thofe 
who  are  poffeffed  of  affluence,  of  eminence, 
of  confpicuous  and  dignified  Rations,  con- 
fider  the  irrefiftible  influence  which  always 
accompanies  wealth  and  honour — the  pow- 
erful authority  of  example  ?  How  little  do 
parents,  and  the  heads  of  families  confider 
the  extenfion  of  duty  which  attends  upon 
their  character  ?  How  few  children  are  really 
brought  up  "  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord  ?*"  In  confequence  of 
which,  how  common  the  blafphemous  oaths 
and  execrations  which  they  are  hourly 
heard  to  utter  in  our  ftreets  ? 

If  we  extend  our  view  to  the  moral  character 
of  our  country,  we  mail  find  it  equally  de- 
graded. How  generally  are  our  youth  addict- 
ed to  gaming,  intemperance,  debauchery,  ex- 

*  Eph.  6.  4. 
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travagance,  and  almoft  every  fpecies  of  vice  ? 
How  rapid  the  increafe  of  licentioufnefs  ? 
How  extreme  the  fondnefs  for  dimpation, 
and  propenfity  to  luxurious  indulgence  ? 
How  unprecedented  the  declenfion  of  in- 
tegrity, and  how  unreftrained  the  fpirit  of 
fpeculation  and  difhoneft  gain  ?  Thefe,  with 
many  other  diforders,  which  might  be  men- 
tioned,are  certainly  unequivocal  proofs  of  in- 
dividual depravity,  and  national  corruption. 

"  Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe  things,  faith 
"  the  Lord,  (hall  I  not  be  avenged  on  fuch 
"  a  nation  as  this  ?"* 

The  reprefentation  I  have  given,  is  by  no 
means  an  exaggerated  one  ;  and  however 
painful  for  me  to  offer,  or  you  to  hear,  ne- 
ceflarily  arifes  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt 
to  which  our  attention  is  this  day  directed. 
An  inquiry  of  this  kind,  at  any  time  farlutary 
and  proper,  is  peculiarly  requifite  now ;  that 
by  thus  contemplating  the  evil,  you  may  be 
induced  the   more  earneflly  to   adopt  the 

*  Joel,  (>%,  69. 
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mode    prefcribed    for    averting    its    confe- 
quences. 

The  prefent,  my  brethren,  is  indeed  an 
alarming  crifis.  We  are  threatened  with  hof- 
tility  by  a  powerful  and  enterprifing  nation, 
whofe  exertions  have  repelled  the  molt  vi- 
gorous and  animated  oppofition  of  the  com- 
bined powers  of  Europe ;  whofe  fuccefles 
have,  in  an  unparalled  manner,  furpafTed 
their  own*  mod  fanguine  hopes  ;  whofe  ma- 
chinations have  defeated  the  beft  concerted 
plans,  and  baffled  the  wifeft  calculations  of 
the  mod  profound  politicians  ;  and  whofe 
immenfe  armies,  invincible  in  their  courage, 
and  inexhauftable  in  their  numbers,  fpread 
terror,  defolation,  and  mifery  wherever  they 
direct  their  courfe  ;  evidently  executing  as  a 
fcourge  in  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  his  aw- 
ful judgments  upon  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
for  their  repeated  violations  of  his  laws. 

Having  convulfed  and  rendered  tributary 
many  of  the  moft  potent  and  opulent  king- 
doms of  the  Old  world,  fubverted  their  go- 
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vernments  and  ravaged  their  territories,  their 
attention  feems  now  to  be  directed  to  the 
New.  And  their  enmity  towards  us  is  the  more 
cruel  and  atrocious,  from  the  confideration 
of  that  ardent  amity  and  unequivocal  attach- 
ment, which,  before  the  European  war  and 
during  its  progrefs,  we  profeffed  and  evinced 
towards  them, 

War,  in  any  degree,  or  under  any  cha- 
racter, ought  ftudioufly  to  be  avoided  ;  and 
when  inevitable,  fincerely  lamented  by  every 
friend  to  religion,  to  humanity,  and  to  virtue. 

'Tis  indeed  aftonifhing,  that  the  differences 
which  occur  between  rational  and  civilized 
beings,  and  efpecially  among  fuch  as  profefs 
Chriftianity,  cannot  be  compofed  by  negocia- 
thn,  without  reforting  to  fo  favage  and  de- 
structive an  expedient :  yet,  fuch  is  the  cor- 
ruption of  our  nature,  fo  ungovernable  the 
fury  of  our  paflions,  that  neither  right  reafon, 
nor  religion  have  ever  been  found  fo  tho- 
roughly to  pervade  communities,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  caufes  of  war,  or  counteract  their 
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operation.  "  It  mud  needs  be/'  faid  even 
the  divine  Author  of  our  religion,  "  that  of- 
fences come,  but,"  adds  he,  "  woe  to  thofe 
by  whom  they  come*."  The  fame  omnir 
fcient  Being  who  originially  permitted  the 
exiftence  of  evil  in  our  world,  for  reafons 
infcrutable  to  the  human  mind,  wifely  per- 
mits its  continuance:  but  the  voluntary  agents 
of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  who  acl:  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  dilates  of  reafon,  and  the  light 
of  revelation,  though  for  a  time  profperous, 
fhall  finally  receive  the  juft  reward  of  their 
iniquity. 

That  in  the  war  which  appears  to  be  upon 
the  eve  of  commencement,  between  the  re- 
public of  France  and  us,  we  are  not  the  ag- 
grelfors,  muft,  I  think,  be  acknowledged 
by  every  candid,  unprejudiced  mind. 

An  impartial  review  of  our  uniform  con- 
duct towards  that  nation,  ever  fince  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  our  Independence,  will  amply 
evince,  not  only  our  benevolence  towards 

*  Luke  17.   1. 
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them,  upon  the  general  principles  of  nation- 
al reciprocity,  but  our  gratitude  for  their  aid 
in  time  of  need ;  which,  though  not  extend- 
ed from  a  principle  of  companion  or  affection 
for  us,  but  through  envy  and  jealoufy  of  our 
common  enemy,  was  neverthelefs  beneficial. 

Our  country  has  with  open  arms  received 
her  citizens.  The  richeft  produce  of  our 
foil  hath  been  poured  into  her  bofom.  When 
in  want  of  refources  to  fupport  her  armies, 
and  extend  her  conquefts,  we  eagerly  drain- 
ed our  public  coffers  to  refund,  (long  be- 
fore juftice  could  have  demanded  it,)  the 
loan,  which  we  had  but  a  little  time  before 
negociated  with  her.  In  oppofition  to  the 
complaints,  and  in  defiance  of  the  threats 
of  contending  nations,  our  harbours  afford- 
ed a  fafe  afylum  to  her  mips.  We  exhibited 
public  teftimonies  of  joy  for  her  victories  ; 
and  in  every  mode  which  lay  within  the 
fphere  of  poffibility,  expreffed  cur  cordiality. 

"  And  now,  O  Lord  our  God,  behold 
how  they  reward  us,"  in  threatening    "  to 
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come  and  caft  us  out  of  thy  poffeflion,  which 
thou  haft  given  us*." 

Not withftan ding  this  enthufiaftick  regard 
on  our  part ;  impelled  by  an  infatiable  third 
of  conqueft  and  of  gain,  have  they  not  long 
difcovered  an  unfriendly  difpofition  towards 
us,  and  under  various  pretexts,  by  infidious 
policy,  as  well  as  by  open  injuries  and  infults, 
fought  occafions  of  quarrel  with  us  ?  Have 
they  not  committed  the  mod  unwarrantable 
depredations  upon  our  commerce  ?  Have 
not  our  fellow  citizens  been  robbed,  imprif- 
oned,  and  compelled-to  fufFer  the  grofleft  in- 
dignities ?  And  thos  remonftrances  have  been 
offered ;  tho'  every  effort  which  wifdom, 
patriotifm,  or  chriftian  philanthropy  could 
fuggeft,  has  been  made  by  our  Chief  Magif- 
trate  in  our  behalf;  yet,  have  they  not  turn- 
ed a  deaf  ear  to  our  complaints,  and  fcorn- 
fully  rejected  our  repeated  folicitations  for 
harmony  and  reconciliation  ?  You  are  all 
well  acquainted  with  their  infolent  conduct 

*  Chron.  20.   1 I. 


C      =5      ) 

towards  our  laft  meffengers  of  peace  and 
good-will,  and  the  exorbitant  and  inadmhT- 
able  demands  which  have  been  made  upon 
them. 

I  mean  not  in  this  ftatement,  to  irritate 
your  minds  by  unjuft  inve&ive,  or  intempe- 
rate obloquy.  My  appeal  is  to  truth,  to  rea- 
fon,  and  to  experience.  And,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  fuch  unprovoked  and  merci- 
lefs  aggreflions,  fuch  cruel  exactions ;  tho*  a 
Minifter  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  I  hefkate 
not  to  declare,  that  themoft  active  refiftance 
now  becomes  a  duty. 

The  fecurity  and  independence  of  our 
country,  the  pofTeflion  of  our  civil  privileges 
and  domeftic  enjoyments,  the  exercife  of  our 
religious  profeflions,  and  in  all  probability  the 
lives  of  our  parents,  our  wives,  and  our 
children,  depend,  under  the  blefling  of  God, 
upon  our  immediate  exertions. 

•  The  dignity,  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
communities,  are  to  be  fupported  by  the  ex* 
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ercife  of  national  virtues,  fuch  as  unanimity, 
courage,  perfeverance,  a  firm  adherence  to 
order,  and  a  cheerful  conformity  to  disci- 
pline ;  without  which,  the  bands  of  fociety 
muft  be  diflblved,  and  the  world  become  one 
mighty  theatre  of  anarchy  and  difcord,  of 
rapine  and  confufion. 

I  truft,  therefore,  fellow  citizens,  that  in 
the  prefent  diftrefling  emergency,  that  fpirit 
of  patriotic  aflbciati  on,  which  on  a  former 
occafion  animated  you,  in  defence  of  your 
civil  liberties,  will  revive*.  That  no  per- 
fonal  hardfhip,  no  reftri&ions  of  economy, 
will  be  confidered  too  grievous  to  be  borne,in 
fupport  of  our  common  caufe ;  but,  that  ye 
will  "  be  of  good  courage  and  play  the  man 
for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our 
GodJ." 

*  A  pleafing  and  encouraging  profpect  of  which,  is 
already  exhibited,  by  the  late  magnanimous  conduct  of 
the  youth  of  this  city,  which  has  happily  been  follow- 
ed with  enthufiaftic  ardor,  by  thofe  of  New  York  and 
Baltimore,  and  will  doubtlefe  in  a  fhort  time  be  general 
throughout  the  Union. 
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Legiflators !  Patriots  !  Heroes  !  Ameri- 
cans !  awake  from  your  lethargic  fecurity, 
and  by  your  wife  regulations,  vigorous  exer- 
tions, and  intrepid  firmnefs,  fo  inconteftibly 
evince  your  determination  to  remain  unfet- 
tered by  the  fhackles  of  foreign  power,  as 
to  render  any  future  attempt  to  invade  our 
rights,  a  hopelefs  and  defperate  undertaking. 

But,  brethren,  I  mould  very  imperfectly 
difcharge  the  duty  to  which  Tarn  now  called, 
did  I  not  direct  your  attention  to  a  ftill  more 
important  and  alarming  fource  of  danger, 
to  which  we  are  alfo  expofed,  by  the  incur- 
fion  of  this  remorfelefs  foe.  I  mean  with 
refpect  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  holy  religion, 
and  the  interefts  of  our  immortal  fouls. 

To  the  dereliction  of  all  religious  princi- 
ple, is  to  be  attributed  the  various  excefles 
they  have  committed,  in  fcattering  fpiritual 
as  well  as  temporal  death,  throughout  the 
civilized  world ;  at  the  fame  time  exhibiting, 
by  their  fluctuating  modes  of  government,  a 
fhocking  atteftation  of  the  truth  of  the  nega* 
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five  of  that  queftion,  which  has  often  excited 
the  difquifitions  of  both  religious  and  politi- 
cal fpeculatifts — viz.  Whether  a  nation  of 
atheifts,  can  long  or  happily  exifl,  under  the 
ufual  forms  and  regulations  of  civil  fociety. 

That  frantic  and  licentious  fpirit  of  disor- 
der and  deiblation,  which  after  executing 
the  raofl  flagitious  crimes  and  impieties  in 
their  own  country,  burfl  like  an  overwhelm- 
ing torrent  upon  the  furrcunding  empires, 
originated  in  the  Infidelity  of  their  Philofo* 
pbers.  The  publications  of  a  Voltaire,  a 
D'Alembert,  a  Diderot,  a  Helvetius,  a  Rouf- 
feau,  and  a  multitude  of  anonymous  writers, 
by  flattering  the  pride  of  human  reafon,  and 
encouraging  the  domination  of  the  paflions, 
gradually  weakened  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple that  fenfe  of  religious  obligation,  which  is 
effentially  necefTary  to  the  fupport  and  well- 
being  of  fociety,  and  prepared  them  for  the 
commiinon  of  every  outrage  and  enormity. 
Hence  naturally  refulted,  that  wild  and  ex- 
terminating principle,  which  commenced  its 
deftru&ive  operation  in  the  fudden  and  total 
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diforganization  of  their  eftablifhed  eonftitu- 
tion  of  government,  and  continued  its  pro- 
fligate and  fanguinary  progrefs,  by  the  pre- 
meditated murder  of  their  monarch  and  his 
helplefs  family — by  the  indifcriminate  flaugh- 
ter  of  princes,  nobles  and  legiflators — by 
the  ferocious  facrifice  of  unprotected  women 
and  innocent  children — by  inhumanly  butch- 
ering defencelefs  prifoners — by  deliberately 
drowning  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  men,  wo- 
men and  children — and,  in  impious  ridicule 
of  one  of  the  mod  folemn  ordinances  of  the 
chriflian  religion,  calling  it  Republican  Bap- 
tifm — Nay,  (inflamed  with  the  hope  of  ut- 
terly extirpating  a  religious  principle  of  ac- 
tion, and  extinguishing  even  the  mod  latent 
fpark  of  true  piety,)  by  immolating  at  the 
very  foot  of  their  Altars,  the  Priefts  of  the 
Moil  High  God. 

But  I  forbear  to  excruciate  your  feelings 
as  Men,  by  a  further  detail  of  their  horrid 
refinements  of  cruelty,  at  the  recital  of  which, 
humanity  fickens ;  or  to  fhock  your  ears  as 
Cbri/liam,  with  their  derifion  of  your  Rel'u 
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gion — their  mockery  of  your  Saviour,  their 
blafphemous  rejection  of  your  God — and, 
their  denial  of  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence,  its 
rewards  and  punifhments. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  this  cenfure  is  not 
applicable  to  the  whole  nation,  many  indi- 
dividuals  of  which,  are,  I  doubt  not,  unpol- 
luted by  the  general  frenzy,  and  amiable  in 
private  life ;  but,  as  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, guided  by  thofe  in  power,  conftitute 
the  national  character,  I  think  myfelf  autho- 
rized, thus  to  fpeak  of  them  in  general  terms. 

Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  fuch  enormities  are 
not  now  committed-— that  a  milder  policy 
hath  fucceeded,  and  that  order  and  happi- 
nefs  will  foon  be  re-eflablifhed.  By  no 
means.— -The  operative  caufe  is  ftill  in  being, 
and  tho'  the  activity  of  the  poifon  is  in  fome 
degree  deadened,  by  the  extravagant  violence 
of  its  late  exertion  ;  yet,  its  implacable  viru- 
lence ftill  exifts.  The  Demon  of  Licentiouf- 
nefs,  which  then  enforced  her  mandates  by  maf- 
facre  and  deftruction,  now  awes  into  fubmhT- 


(        3'         ) 

ion,  arrayed  in  all  the  terrors  of  military  Dei- 
potifm  y  equally  demonftrating,  in  every  form 
fhe  can  affume,  the  mifery  and  wretchednefs 
of  thofe  devoted  mortals,  "  whom  God 
hath  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.*" 

That  their  depravity  JIM  remains,  and 
that  they  JIM  cheriih  the  defire  (tho*  by 
more  gradual,  yet  not  lefs  certain  means)  of 
altogether  obliterating  the  impreffions  of 
chriflianity  from  the  mind,  and  confirming 
thofe  of  Atheifm,  the  hideous  parent  of  every 
evil- — every  vice,  is  evident ;  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  Heathenifh  Calender,  by 
which  the  chriflian  Sabbath,  and  even  the 
terms  and  appellations  peculiar  to  that  fyfiem 
are  abolifhed  ;  and,  by  their  inftitution  and 
celebration  of  Feftivals,  in  honor  of  Reajon 
which  they  have  fo  grofsly  d-ebafed,  of 
Liberty  which  they  have  fo  notorioufly  viola- 
ted, and  of  Patriot  ij?n  which  they  have  fo  fla- 
grantly difhonored. 

•  Rom.  i.  28 
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Wretched  fubftitution  indeed,  for  the  fub- 
lime  and  animating  worfhip  of  the  One  True 
God ;  for  the  foothing  confidence  in  an  all- 
fufficient  Saviour  ;  and  for  the  rapturous  and 
invigorating  influence  of  the  celeftial  Com- 
forter ;  which  Chriftianity  inculcates  and  in- 
fpires ! 

The  pen  of  faithful  hiftory,  and  the  me- 
mory of  many  now  within  thefe  facred  walls, 
muft  trace  with  pleafing  recollection,  the  pu- 
rity and  fimplicity  of  manners,  the  ardor 
and  unanimity  of  political  fentiments,  and 
the  zeal  and  fincerity  of  religious  profeffion, 
which  once  prevailed  among  us. 

By  that  great  and  illuftrious  nation,  from 
whom  we  derive  our  origin,  we  were  nourifh- 
cd  in  the  principles,  of  true  religion  and  vir- 
tue ;  from  her  we  imbibed  thofe  pure  ele- 
ments  of  political  wifdom,  which,  as  far  as 
the  infant  itate  of  our  country  would  admit, 
taught  us  to  form  our  conftitution  on  the 
model  of  her  own,  juftly  confidered,  upon 
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abftracl:  principles,  by  the  wifeft  politicians*, 
the  perfection  of  civil  government  ;  and, 
without  a  firm  and  cordial  connection  with 
whom,  (pointed  out  by  Nature,  from  a  fimi- 
larity  of  language,  laws,  manners,  and  reli- 
gion ;  and  by  expediency,  from  her  refources 
and  her  ftrength)  we  may  perhaps,  in  the 

*  Blackflone,  Burlamaqui,  De  Lolme,  &c.  among 
the  Moderns. 

Tacitus,  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  bed  judge  of 
all  the  writers  on  Civil  Polity  among  the  Ancients,  con- 
fidered  a  government  thus  uniting  all  the  advantages  of 
the  fimple  forms,  and  rejecting  their  evils,  tho'  "  de- 
voutly to  be  wifh'd  for,"  yet  from  the  natural  imperfec- 
tion of  the  human  character  impracticable.  "  Cun£tas 
nationes,  &  urbes,"  fays  he,  "  Populus,  aut  Primores, 
aut  Siaguli  regunt :  dele&a  ex  his,  &conftituta  Rei- 
publicas  forma,  laudari  facilius  quam  evenire  ;  vel  Ji 
cvenit,  haud  diuturna  efle  poteft."    Tac.  Ann.  Lib.  4. 

Cicero  was  of  the  fame  opinion.  "  Statuo  effe  op- 
time  conftitutam  Rempublicam,  quae  ex  tribus  generi- 
bus  illis,  regali,  optimo,  &  populari,  modice  confufa." 

Cic.  Frag. 

The  progrefs  of  Science  and  Civilization,  at  length 
happily  effeded  it. 
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prefent  exigency,  find  it  difficult  to  preferve 
our  Liberty  and  Independence. 

How  fo  infatuated  an  attachment  to  French 
politics  and  principles,  mould  fo  long  have 
captivated  the  affections,  and  impofed  upon 
the  underftandings  of  enlightened,  virtuous 
Americans,  is  truly  furprizing.  For  my 
own  part,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge,  that  in 
fome  points  of  view,  I  confider  the  late  poli- 
tical infuhs  they  have  offered  us,  as  ableffing 
rather  than  a  misfortune  ;  fmce  nothing 
fhcrt  of  fo  violent  an  affault  upon  our  patri- 
otifm,  could,  in  the  common  operation  of 
caufes,  have  torn  from  our  eyes  the  film 
which  covered  them,  or  have  awakened  a 
juft  fenfibility  to  our  fpiritual  danger. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  enemy,  who 
now  clearly  evince  their  toftility  towards,  and 
their  defire  to  "  reign  over  us."  Againfl 
their  rapacious  encroachments,  we  fly  for 
protection  to  the  Almighty  Arbiter  of  Na- 
tions.        . 

Come  then,  my  dear  fellow  Chriftians  ! 
With  (incere  contrition  for  our  paft  errors, 


(        35         ) 

and  ftedfaft  purpofes  of  future  amendment, 
let  us  invoke  his  aid  and  protection.  "  The 
God  whom  we  profefs  to  ferve,  is  able  to  de- 
liver us,  and  he  will  deliver  us*,"  "if  we 
ftand  fail  in  that  liberty  wherewith  Chr  ft 
hath  made  us  freef."  We  have  indeed  fin- 
ned, and  have  done  wickedly  :  we  have 
lighted  the  warnings  we  have  from  time  to 
time  received  ;  fuch  as  the  wafting  iufed, 
which  hath  threatened  us  with  famine  ;  the 
raging  pe/liknce,  which  hath  fwept  off  fuch 
multitudes,  and  left  fo  many  bleeding  hearts 
to  mourn  :  with  many  other  awful  indica- 
tions of  divine  difpleafure  ;  which,  as  the 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  have  been  merciful- 
ly fent  to  teach  us  righteoufnefs.  Thefe,  I 
fay,  we  have  heedlefsly  difregarded.  Nor 
have  the  innumerable  buffings  we  have  re- 
ceived, been  more  efficacious.  C£  What  re- 
turn have  we  rendered  unto  the  Lord,  for 
ail  his  benefits  towards  us  ?"*  For  granting 
us  the  light  of  his  bieffed  Gofpel — for  the 
comforts,  and  advantages  of  a  healthy  and  a 

*  Dan.  3,  17.  |  Gal.  5,  £ 

*  ?f    T  l6,  12, 
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temperate  climate — for  a  rich  and  fertile  foil 
— for  raifmg  up  for  us  a  mighty  deliverer, 
in  an  hour  of  danger  and  alarm  ;  who,  like 
the  leader  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  illumi- 
nated by  a  ray  of  celeftial  wifdom,  hath  pla- 
ced us  in  full  poiTeflion  of  this  land,  "  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  §" — for  the  fin- 
gular  bleffing  of  our  free  and  happy  Conftitu- 
tion  of  government— for  hitherto  defending  us 
from  the  miferies  of  war,  which  have  fo  long 
afflicted  other  nations — for  banifliing  the 
monfter  Civil  Difcord,  who  but  a  little  time 
ago,  reared  her  horrid  creft,  and  darted  her 
poifonous  fting,  with  threatening  afpeft — 
for  difpofmg  the  uncivilized  tribes  upon  our 
Frontiers,  to  peace  and  friendly  intercourfe* 
— and,  for  various  domeftic,  andperfonal  fa- 
\rors. 

§    Jofh.  5,  6, 

*  The  prote&ion  of  Providence,  with  refpecl:  to  our 
forefathers  in  their  firft  fettlerr.ent  of  this  country,  is  very- 
remarkable.  They  remained  above  half  a  century  un- 
difturbed  by  the  furrounding  Savages  :  nor  was  their 
quiet  interrupted  by  them,  until  they  were  inftigated  and 
affifted  by  the  French  Nation, 
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Let  this  day  record  for  each  of  us,  the 
commencement  of  a  better  life,  remembering, 
that  a  partial  compliance  with  the  inftitution. 
under  which  we  are  alfembled,  by  a  mere 
abftinence  from  food,  during  a  certain  limit- 
ed time,  without  that  contrition  for  fin,  that 
humiliation  of  ourfelves  before  God,  that 
ardent  gratitude,  and  that  fixed  refolution 
of  amendment,  which  the  fpirit  of  the  ap- 
pointment requires  ;  is  only  a  fuperftitious, 
and  a  criminal  abufe  of  it. 

This  is  indeed  a  day  of  anufual  folemnity. 
As  the  Jews  of  old,  were  folemnly  required 
by  their  divinely  infpired  prophet  Joel,  to 
proftrate  themfelves  before  the  High  and 
Mighty  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  and  implore 
his  remiffion  of  the  penalty  denounced  againH: 
their  guilt ;  we  are  in  like  manner  now  called 
uponbyTHE  fatherandguardianoeour 
country,  who,  as  he  hath  hitherto  been,  fo 
I  trufl  he  will  continue  to  be,  "  the  minifter 
of  God  to  us  for  good*."     Juftly  elevated, 

*    Rom,  13.  4. 
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by  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  under  the 
indulgent  guidance  of  a  fuperintending  Pro- 
vidence, to  the  honorable  ftation  of  chief 
magistrate,  the  reiterated  tributes  of  ap- 
plaufe,  which  now  refound  thro'  our  immenfe 
Continent,inconteit.ibly  prove,that  during  his 
adminiftration  of  the  adopted  government, 
"  he  hath  done  all  things  welH**"  And  cer- 
tainly, in  no  inftance  have  the  wifdom,  pie- 
ty, and  patriotifm  of  his  character  been  more 
confpicuous,  than  in  his  prefent  appeal  to 
Heaven,  and  to  the  fincerity  and  efficacy  of 
our  chriftian  profeilion. 

May  God,  therefore,  grant,  that  you  may 
avail  yourfelves  of  the  advantages  of  time  and 
opportunity,  and  that  you  may  "  fee  and 
purfue  the  things  which  belong  to  your  eter- 
nal peace,  before  they  are  for  ever  hid  from 
your  eyesj  I"  , 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  &c. 

f  Mark,  7,  37. 
%  Luke,   19.  42. 
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